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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLES T. NEWTON, 
ESQ., HER MAJESTY'S VICE CONSUL AT MYT1- 
1.ENE, TO MR. IH' RGON . OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 
CHIEFLY RELATING TO A HOARD OF COINS OF 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT, DISCOVERED NEAR PA- 
TRAS, IN 1830. 

[Refill before the Numbonslie Society, Mat, 27. 1832]. 

1 have much pleasure in laying before the Numismatic 
Society some extracts from the first Idler received by 
Mr- Burgon from Mr. Newton, relative to coins which he 
has had an opportunity of examining, during his recent 
visit to Athens, on his way to Mytilcnc. The first coin of 
which Mr. Newton speaks, is a well-known one — a deca- 
drachm of Athens, at present in the hands of a jeweller at 
Athens. It is a coin of great rarity, only two others being 
known — one in the British Museum, and the other in the 
collection of the Due de latynes. Tlmt in the Museum 
was procured in Greece by Mr. Green, late Her Majesty's 
consul at Patras, and passed into Mr. Burgon's collection, 
front whom it was purchased by (be British Museum about 
twelve years ago. Owing to the great rarity of these coins, 
that now at Athens had been suspected ; but Mr. Newton’s 
testimony is clear, and, we think, decisive, on the point. 
He says, “ I do not think that you would feel any doubt, 
if you examined the coin itself. I never saw any coin 
which appeared to me more thoroughly satisfactory. The 
surface of the metal has that peculiar drag in places, result- 
ing from a slight slipping of tho die at (he moment of 
striking, which I have never seen in a forgery. It was, 
farthrr, crocked at the edge, and slightly oxydized in 
places, in a manner which could not, I should say, be coun- 
terfeited, though, of course. I looked at it with every desire 
to convict it of falsity, if I could, on account of its extra- 
rodinary rarity. I think it a more satisfactory coin than 
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Thomas'*, so far as I can recollect it The coin is 

well known in Athens ; I talked of it to Mr.Wyse, Mr. 
Khaiigubc, and Mr. Finlay.” 

The coin itself has this additional interest, as was pointed 
out by Mr. Burgon, in his catalogue of Mr. Thomas's coins 
(Lund. 8, 1844), that it is not only a specimen of a denomi- 
nation which had not previously been discovered, but that 
it establishes the accuracy of the reading of a passage in 
the (Economics of Aristotle ((Econ. 8. xxxii. ed. Goettling. 
too Se <7 /too TTtoXovfiivov tv T>j \oipa Sota Spiix/iov, K. r.\. 
all the earlier editions, as the Oxford one, 1810, rend Sfara 
$paxf*<ov, but four MSS., collated by Goettling. have 8e«a 
8p«^iou), thus adding an important coin to Greek numis- 
matology, and a lost word to Greek nomenclature. 

Mr. Newton next mentions a discovery of tetradracbms 
of Alexander the Great, made near Patras, about a year 
and a half ago. 

“ These coins are said to have been found in a vase by a 
peasant. With them were found a number of tctradrachms 
of Athens, two tctradrachms of Sicyon, several tctra- 
drachms of jEtolia, and other silver coins : and also, it is 
said, some gold coins of Alexander the Great, but these 
last have not been preserved. The remainder had been 
secured by the government, and placed in the library of 
the University at Athens, where there is the nucleus of a 
general collection kept in bags. The tctradrachms of 
Alexander the Great may be classed as follows by the 
letters and adjuncts on the reverse, and the greater part of 
them are identical in style and fabric with two or three in 
the collection of the British Museum, which you have 
taught me to class under Sicyon. One in particular, which 
we used both to admire, bought at Thomas' sale, was re- 
markable for the beauty of its condition, and for the ad- 
junct ; on the reverse, a little naked figure, bolding over his 


I 


COINS OP ALEXANDER TUB GREAT- 31 

head, with both hands, a fillet, and standing in front of the 
chair of Zeus. This adjunct, in the following classification, 
I shall call the Sicyon Figure. 

“ The coins with this adjunct in tin; Patras hoard, consti- 
tute Class I., and exhibit the following varieties of monogram 
under the rail of the throne of Zeus. 

Class 1. Monogram No. 1. Number of specimens 10. 

“On another coin occurs, in addition to this figure and 
monogran, the letter 2 in front of the figure ; and another 
has, behind tbe figure, a wreath. 

Monogram No. 2. 

Monogram No. 3. 

Monogram No. 4. 

“ Class 11. 

In this Class there is m front of the legs of Zeu«. u thun- 
derbolt ; and under the legs of the throne, the 
following monograms and letters occur 

Monogram No. 5. In exergue, below, monogram No. 6. 
Number of specimen, I. 

Monogram No. 5. In exergue; below, monogram No. 7. 
Number of specimens, 3. 

The letters $1. Number of specimens. 7. 

“ Class 111. Trident type. 

Just under the right hand of Zeus, and in front of his lap, 
the hrad of a trident, placed longitudinally, under 
the rail of the throne, and combined with the follow', 
ing monograms 

Monogram No. 8. Number of specimen*. 9. 

Monogram No. 9. Number of *pccimcn*, I . 

u Trident type — another variety. 

Tbe trident placed, prongs upwards, before the knees of 
Zeus ; under the rail of the throne. 0£J. Number 
of specimen*. 2. 

“ Class IV. Pallas type. 

lu front of the knee* of Zeu*. a little figure of Pallas, armed 
with her helmet, buckler, and spear. She stand* 
turned away from Zeu* Her Uikv is held in a 
slanting direction, and upon it. about one-fourth 
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from the hold, in a projection, which appear* to be 
her oul ptivhtil there, though from the diminutive 
Kale of the whole figure, this point is not quite 
certain. Under the rail of the throne : — 

The letter* AE Number of specimens, 21. 

The letters 0E. Number of specimens, 22. 

Monogram No. 10. Number of specimens, 1. 

“ Class V. Pallas Prornachos type. 

In front of Zeus, Athene I’minacho*. armed with her helmet, 
shield, and lance, which she aims, holding it in a 
horizontal position. Under mil of throne. ET. 
Number of specimens, 1. 

“ Class VI. Dioscuri type. 

In front of the mils of the throne of Zeus, the two Dioscuri 
riding side by side; under mil, AAE. Number of 
s|>ecimens. 33. 

" All the tetradrachms described above, appear to have 
have been struck at the same time; and I think I may 
venture to say, at the same mint, except Class I. They 
arc very well preserved, and many of them quite fresh 
from the die. All, except Class I., are distinguished by 
this peculiarity, that on the top of the chair of Zeus, are 
two victories, one on each side of his head. These victories 
are, in most of the specimens, very large, but in Class I. 
they arc hardly visible, and in some cases arc altogether 
omitted. 

“ The whole series of these tetradrachms, is distinguished 
by a hard mannered style, this mannerism being least per- 
ceptible in those of Class I. 

“ The remaining tetradrachms of Alexander in this hoard, 
are less well preserved, and do not npiiear to have been 
struck in the same locality. They exhibit the following 
varieties : — 

I. Double axe iu front of Zeus, rather a broad flat ooiu. 

Number of specimens. 4. 

II. Club in front of Zeus. Under rail of throne, $1. 

Number of specimens, I . 
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" In another variety the club appears without the ♦!. 
Number of specimen*, l. 

“ These are also broad flat coins, 
ill- In front of Zcu*. an object, lake a column, nr atria, 
thus— ace monogram No. 11. Number of speci- 
mens, 2. 

M These coins less broad : execution coarser. 

IV. In front of Zeu*. Aphlaslon (commonly but wrongly 

colled. Aerostation). 1 tinder throno, monogram 
No. 12. 

“ This 19 a thick coin, rude in style ; perhaps struck at 

Arad us. 

V. In front of Zeus, small round buckler, under rail of 

throne, monogram No. 13. 

VI. In front of Zeus, wreath of wheat-cars, under seat of 

throne, monogram No. 14. A broad flat coiu, 
rather bar-bane in style, and probably Thracian. 

“ With the preceding coins were found the following: — 

I. vKtolia, Tctradrachm — 

R. — Otov — Tho well-known typo — head of Hercules in 
the lion'* skin. 

Rce . — AtnUnta * seated on a h«*» of shield*, holding in 
her left hand, a sword, unu in her right, a lance. 
She lia* long hair, and wears the petasus. and n 
chiton reaching to the knees, which leave- the right 
breast exposed. Over this, round the loans, is a sort 
of quilted petticoat. On theee coins we find the 
following monograms 

1. Monogram No. 15. In front of the knees of AtaUnta. 

Number of specimens. 3. 

2. Monogram No* 16. 

3. In front of the hand of Atalanta, monogram No. 17, 

and below her shoulders 2 . . . The device on the 
shield appears to he a serpent. 

1 Aphlaaton (f«^Xoar«r— aphutrt) was the ornament of the 
stern (n/nyxsiy— puppis), a* the Acroatolion (dcp-^rrni» 0 >) was of 
the prow (trpw^s.or lurirntm— prora). Neptune appear* on coin* 
holding the aphlaaton in bis right hand. 
fi Or personification of /Klolia. 
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II. Twelve tctradrachuis of Athens; not of the really Ar- 

chaic style, hut of the secondary period, when the 
Archaic style was imitated. 

III. Two Irtradrachms of Philip Arrhidarus. rubbed, and in 

indifferent condition. 

IV. One tetradrachm of Scleucul Nicator. In front of 

the Zcu». on reverse, an anchor, and monogram 
No. 18. Under tho throne, monogram No. 19. 
rubbed. 

V. Two tetradmehms of Sicyon. of the hist period, one 

very much rublxsl, as if it had been long in circula- 
tion. the other also rubbed. 

VI. One totradrachm of Alexander the Oreat : in frmt, A 

and a lamp ; under cliair, monogram No. 20. 

" This coin seems to be of base metal, and is, perhaps 
an ancient forgery. 

Two didrachms of Alexander, of tlie same base metal, and 
nearly illegible. 

Two didrachms of Alexander, common types. 

“ The evidence of (bis hoard seems to me to lead to 
several inferences. 

** 1. A particular style, and series of symbols and mono- 
grams, characterise those coins of Alexander the Great, 
which were struck on the north coast of the Morca. 

*' 2. The circulation of these coins look place contempo- 
raneously with that of money of Philip Arrhidacus, and of 
Sclcucus I. The freshness of condition of these tetradrachnis 
of Alexander, may lead us to infer that they were struck 
after his death, by the princes who succeeded him. 

“ 3. The presence of the .Etolian tetradrachnis, seems to 
confirm this supposition. I have always thought these coins 
later by at least half a century than the time of Alexander 
t lie Great. The period when -Etolia first formed a league is 
the most natural to which to refer them ; but I do not remem- 
ber when this was, but I shuuld think as late as B.c. 200.* 


3 Probably, rather earlier : sec Diet, of Greek and liomou Geo- 
graphy. art. sEloliu; and Diet, of Antiu.. art. jEtolicum Fo&Isv. 
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44 4. Tho worn condition of (he Sicyon tetradrachms, shews 
that they arc of an earlier date. I should have assigned to 
these coins a priori a date of circ. B.c. 370 — 360. 

“ 6. The presence of so many Athenian tetradrachms, 
shews that they circulated down to the period of Alexander 
the Great, and afterwards. This I have always been pre- 
pared to expect. The imitation of the Archaic style on 
them, is thus an analogous case to the adoption of the older 
vote-pictures with incised lines, and black figures on a 
red ground, on certain Pannthcnaic Amphora;, which wc 
know to he not earlier than the time of Alexander, because 
they have on them the names of Athenian archoiu of that 
epoch. These vases, which are from Ben Ghaxi, I examined 
myself, at the Louvre. They are as clearly specimens of 
an imitative Archaic style, as the tetradrachms of the 
Patras hoard The retention of the Archaic type and style, 
in the case of the Athenian coins, may be explained by 
supposing them to have had a far wider range of circulation 
than any other contemporary coinage. The purity of the 
silver and the far extended commercial relations of Athens, 
may huve made the Archaic tetradrachms as familiar and 
as highly vulued, as the old Spanish dollur of (lie sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries continued for a long period to 
be, in the Mediterranean. 

" If such was the case, the Athenians could not have 
changed the type without a considerable commercial loss, 
from the unwillingness of foreign trailers to change their 
old associations, and to accept a new stjlc of coinage with 
c<|tinl confidence as they did the former. Such reluctance 
to change the appearances of articles of commerce, is very 
common in tin* history of trade. After the establishment 
of the great Eastern empire, and new commercial system 
of Alexander the Great, his gold ami silver coinage became, 
as I conceive, dominant in the Levant, driving out the 
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Athenian money, as his new cities gradually absorbed the 
commerce of the Mediterranean. From this lime wc find 
a 'cry general imitation going on of his broad flat tetra- 
draclim, in the coinage of princes and of autonomous 
states. Thus, for example, the principal cities in the 
Western coast of Asia Minor, Smyrna, Cyme, Myrrhinn. 
the kings of Pcrgamus, and Side. /1'tolia, Hiero of Syra- 
cuse, and Pyrrhus, all struck this style of tetradrachm. 
Most of the coins date, as I conceive, from n.c. 300 to 
U.C. 104). It was about the middle of this period, that is 
to say, about II. c. '200. that I should place the commencement 
of the broad tetradrachms of Athens, which form the third, 
or more modern series of that mint. That these continued 
from R.c. 100 at least, we know, from finding the name of 
Mithrndutesupon one of them. It is probable that Ihiscoiuage 
continued till the time of Amyntns of Calatia, or Inter. 

“ When I was at Patras, three gold staters of Alexander 
the Great were offered me for sale. They were probably 
part of this hoard, abstracted from it before it got into the 
hands of the government." 

I have now laid before the Society all that is material to 
numismatic science in it. I think we have good reason to 
congratulate lovers of numismatics, that one so practised 
in such studies, and so well able to profit by the opportuni- 
ties which will present themselves to him. has been induced 
to take up bis residence in one of those islnuds, which in 
ancient limes played a most important part in Greek his- 
tory, and in which there is every reason to ho|ic, that many 
valuable remains still exist to reward Mr. Newton's zeal 
and research. 

W. S. W. Valx. 

,Va* 27/A, 1*52. 
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